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782 | 1iTLE: 1999 Deer-Vehicle Accident Analysis

Abstract: A total of 10,904 deer-vehicle accidents was reported in Indiana from 1 January to 31 December
1999. The number of deer-vehicle accidents per billion miles traveled in 1999 was 153.

Records for deer-vehicle accidents were obtained from the Indiana State Police
(ISP). All law enforcement officers in Indiana are required to submit an “Officer’s Report®
to the (ISP) after investigating a deer-vehicle accident involving property damage of $750
or more or injury to any person. Individuals who are involved in a non-investigated deer-
vehicle accident are usually instructed to submit an “Operators Report” to the ISP at the
time that they make an insurance claim.

A total of 10,904 deer-vehicle accidents was reported in*indiana from
1 January to 31 December 1999. This represents an increase of 1.1% over 1998 (Fig. 1).
The number of deer-vehicle accidents per billion miles traveled in 1999 was 153. While
this measure had remained relatively constant from 1993 through 1996 and decreased
19% in1997, the 1998 and 1999 values remained constant. The 1999 value represents a
1% increase from 1998 (Fig. 2).

Five counties in 1999, versus 6 counties in 1998, reported more than 300 deer-
vehicle accidents: Elkhart (358), Marshall (347), Steuben (330), Tippecanoe (313), and
Porter (302). Tipton (5) and Brown (4) counties reported the fewest accidents for 1999
(Table1). Of the 5 counties with less than 20 reported accidents, 3 ( Brown, Switzerland,
and Sullivan) counties are heavily forested and have a significant yearly hunting harvest.
Thus, as a rule, any use of accident statistics for these 3 counties should be done with
great caution.

County-based data for Daily Vehicle Miles Traveled in 1992-1999 was obtained from
the Indiana Department of Transportation. Ohio (913), Pulaski (903), Washington (588),
and Starke (581) counties had the highest number of reported accidents / billion county
miles traveled for 1999, while Tipton (15) and Marion (9) counties had the fewest reported
accidents per billion miles traveled (Table 2).

These management and research notes are issued periodically to provide a quick source of information on wildlife
surveys and investigations, and various wildlife programs prior to more format reports. Any information provided is
subject to further analysis and therefore is not for publication without permission
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Figure 1. Number of deer-vehicle collisions reported in Indiana, 1981 - 1999.

*1081-1990 data indicate number of deer involved in collisions, not number of accidents.
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Figure 2. Number of deer-vehicle collisions reported per billion miles traveled in
Indiana 1981 - 1999.



Table 1. Reported number of deer vehicle accidents in each Indiana county
during 1992-1999. Data are from accident reports compiled by the Indiana State Police.

County 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999
Adams 95 91 101 98 82 61 77 85
Allen 384 393 372 341 332 307 316 283
Bartholomew 103 76 102 91 91 83 100 118
Benton 7 5 9 4 11 9 11 14
Blackford 59 60 61 57 65 50 62 58
Boone 52 59 48 70 61 63 71 59
Brown 8 13 10 15 13 12 12 4
Carroll 111 131 109 111 89 91 94 69
Cass 197 245 210 216 178 183 223 205
Clark 145 162 171 171 190 204 173 189
Clay 87 - 88 84 103 111 109 120 134
Clinton 58 49 50 43 54 64 43 55
Crawford 27 29 37 25 30 15 1 57
Daviess 31 63 73 77 a0 82 92 82
Dearborn 104 127 131 113 126 186 181 177
Decatur 37 29 29 33 38 26 28 59
Dekalb 135 133 135 134 122, 117 154 149
Delaware 204 205 230 191 206 151 179 176
Dubois 148 155 191 169 180 174 147 173
Elkhart 377 356 349 395 460 356 382 358
Fayette 55 50 42 54 69 63 63 62
Floyd 63 85 81 110 124 111 112 148
Fountain 46 37 52 41 52 45 47 43
Franklin 46 58 55 56 64 46 46 45
Fulton 57 61 73 68 84 56 96 56
Gibson 51 43 90 106 107 84 104 97
Grant 186 194 190 182 191 139 155 139
Greene 74 87 101 82 53 65 68 92
Hamilton 119 134 131 149 152 187 131 130
Hancock 54 80 86 79 79 62 82 75
Harrison 146 153 189 149 213 222 191 1906
Hendricks 160 136 127 98 160 161 154 142
Henry 88 65 99 109 94 91 103 109
Howard 82 61 80 77 80 87 66 78
Huntington 88 97 89 107 105 112 129 145
Jackson 128 142 180 146 201 131 109 112
Jasper 204 202 193 204 223 189 192 204
Jay 126 137 151 158 163 120 126 145
Jefferson 82 87 116 107 113 108 99 105
Jennings 28 22 40 47 49 38 26 34
Johnson 85 82 96 70 64 76 70 70
Knox 42 39 53 59 40 35 44 46
Kosciusko 126 153 148 185 198 174 208 190
Lagrange 107 103 110 133 181 167 142 192
Lake 232 237 263 288 292 226 214 241
Laporte 192 216 218 199 245 181 219 251
Lawrence 71 68 90 82 85 61 55 54



Table 1. Continued.

County 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999
Madison 143 142 137 129 148 117 135 94
Marion 105 101 104 97 103 90 90 90
Marshall 289 337 300 349 378 314 328 347
Martin 35 24 25 35 28 36 32 36
Miami 110 109 136 115 112 92 134 84
Monroe 50 73 71 35 55 47 38 32
Montgomery 144 166 124 185 166 156 146 160
Morgan 67 80 82 77 78 85 94 101
Newton 64 79 75 65 62 66 72 90
Noble 267 176 266 292 292 296 296 241
Ohio 6 34 36 31 42 42 42 55
Orange 16 11 12 12 12 10 10 32
Owen 38 39 41 39 27 34 34 51
Parke 36 30 28 34 47 39 70 95
Perry 39 39 34 39 40 34 32 29
Pike 35 40 42 38 34 38 30 50
Porter 221 278 342 295 288" 283 308 302
Posey 30 22 33 23 27 15 39 32
Pulaski 145 179 171 181 180 181 193 175
Putnam 125 110 96 117 114 110 119 129
Randolph 122 92 122 113 89 60 98 108
Ripley 55 47 67 47 78 88 87 88
Rush 57 64 59 51 49 53 61 48
SaintJoseph 297 305 302 288 318 225 262 234
Scott 39 19 29 31 47 30 36 38
Shelby 48 48 64 48 64 42 48 54
Spencer 81 75 70 77 83 87 65 91
Starke 128 147 162 156 172 168 123 146
Steuben 215 217 293 330 364 334 331 330
Sullivan 13 11 13 21 14 17 16 16
Switzerland 14 3 7 12 16 14 14 9
Tippecanoe 237 268 299 312 331 298 335 313
Tipton 7 9 8 6 5 8 7 5
Union 42 39 55 53 62 46 51 44
Vanderburgh 63 45 65 62 82 57 64 63
Vermillion 54 31 43 34 36 43 38 39
Vigo 191 214 218 223 233 219 262 226
Wabash 139 136 213 226 193 147 137 142
Warren 33 21 22 26 37 26 54 60
Warrick 117 121 170 137 179 152 160 135
Washington 18 26 38 112 120 155 142 189
Wayne 236 193 246 254 255 196 195 210
Wells 108 133 122 138 118 89 107 115
White 107 163 183 191 180 162 200 172
Whitley 120 127 124 114 109 87 117 99




Table 2. Deer-vehicle accidents per billion miles traveled from 1993 to 1999 and the
percent change in 1999 for all Indiana counties.

Accidents per Billion Miles Traveled Change
County 1993 1094 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 in 1999 (%)
Adams 314 365 347 284 200 247 300 17.6
Alien 142 129 126 102 90 97 84 -15.2
Bartholomew 98 150 124 125 95 114 129 12.0
Benton 27 58 24 63 49 59 76 22.1
Blackford 404 458 402 445 319 391 362 -8.0
Boone 73 58 86 72 70 79 65 -22.3
Brown 88 78 110 86 76 74 27 -177.3
Carroll 545 463 440 342 350 356 259 -37.5
Cass 652 563 547 445 431 516 457 -12.8
Clark 148 157 148 156 155 130 136 4.3
Clay 237 228 269 285 264 288 291 1.0
Clinton 101 111 94 113 126 84 109 22.8
Crawford 160 205 128 145 69 51 260 80.6
Daviess 239 334 334 380 257 283 246 -15.4
Dearborn 280 274 220 242 328 314 292 -7.7
Decatur 73 69 79 88 57 61 125 51.4
Dekalb 292 283 279 239 220 287 267 -7.5
Delaware 187 161 170 133 97 114 115 0.9
Dubois 426 466 386 398 363 312 336 7.2
Elkhart 231 222 244 267 190 . 201 184 -8.9
Fayette 252 210 251 313 268 265 265 -0.2
Floyd 144 123 156 170 138 140 179 21.8
Fountain 143 222 175 214 177 183 160 -14.5
Franklin 238 243 234 258 166 164 159 -2.9
Fulton 256 320 271 327 206 347 218 -59.3
Gibson 98 206 230 221 164 198 182 -8.6
Grant 270 249 231 231 158 175 161 -8.7
Greene 254 291 219 137 160 166 219 24.4
Hamilton 102 89 97 93 107 72 71 -1.3
Hancock 117 101 85 87 64 85 81 -4.9
Harrison 386 469 334 474 470 401 417 3.7
Hendricks 162 146 107 164 155 147 137 -7.3
Henry 100 144 154 136 124 140 141 0.6
Howard 83 109 100 100 100 75 88 14.9
Huntington 181 168 194 180 192 219 232 5.7
Jackson 272 337 240 328 214 176 167 -5.5
Jasper 357 334 374 373 304 306 312 2.0
Jay 503 633 620 621 430 445 502 11.3
Jefferson 322 435 379 392 354 336 349 3.7
Jennings 89 168 187 190 140 87 111 22.0
Johnson 91 121 87 81 82 75 69 -9.2
Knox 80 118 124 82 68 90 95 5.5
Kosciusko 265 237 260 269 225 265 246 -7.7
Lagrange 232 227 257 331 291 245 334 26.7
Lake 60 65 66 67 49 45 53 14.6
Laporte 174 170 154 180 128 148 163 9.0
Lawrence 172 232 199 202 126 112 108 -3.6
Madison 112 104 94 108 80 93 66 -40.8
Marion 12 12 13 11 9 10 9 -3.6
Marshali 555 483 527 559 440 445 559 20.4
Martin 176 215 286 225 285 246 274 10.1
Miami 279 385 309 307 243 346 211 -63.7
Monroe 95 87 40 60 48 38 34 -11.9



Table 2. Con't.

Accidents per Billion Miles Traveled Change
County 1003 1994 1995 1996 1997 19938 1999 in 1999 (%)
Montgomery 308 241 344 306 272 252 285 11.4
Morgan 117 122 111 110 112 118 126 6.4
Newton 322 361 302 278 281 295 357 17.3
Noble 417 574 594 580 568 558 446 -25.1
Ohio 474 824 663 871 724 709 913 22.3
Orange 60 72 67 62 50 49 148 67.3
Owen 220 229 205 139 167 173 255 32.3
Parke 117 129 147 197 156 274 401 31.6
Perry 153 168 177 175 140 126 114 -9.9
Pike 224 248 208 180 192 124 246 49.7
Porter 196 231 183 190 173 184 183 -0.5
Posey 65 91 60 71 37 95 80 -19.1
Pulaski 858 981 972 941 903 943 903 -4.5
Putnam 222 185 207 210 191 205 204 -0.5
Randolph 277 398 353 269 173 279 318 12.4
Ripley 155 221 150 239 257 231 235 1.6
Rush 258 272 221 208 213 246 193 -27.3
SaintJoseph 153 151 138 147 98 109 100 -9.0
Scott 77 112 110 163 101 121 113 -6.4
Shelby 83 111 84 110 68 77 82 6.8
Spencer 246 231 235 246 270 83 246 25.8
Starke 684 754 681 730 694 498 581 14.3
Steuben 394 503 543 577 503 497 468 -6.1
Sullivan 36 50 75 48 56 51 51 -1.0
Switzerland 41 96 153 197 165 163 103 -57.8
Tippecanoe 215 237 245 253 214 232 211 -10.1
Tipton 35 30 21 17 26 23 15 -51.5
Union 420 720 653 746 527 597 509 -17.3
Vanderburgh 36 52 46 59 37 41 40 -2.0
Vermillion 100 157 120 126 143 128 135 5.1
Vigo 198 210 208 216 187 214 181 -18.2
Wabash 401 558 587 487 349 321 329 2.5
Warren 109 142 156 216 145 300 332 9.8
Warrick 240 355 264 332 263 264 219 -20.5
Washington 86 156 434 452 506 456 588 224
Wayne 242 254 232 235 170 168 175 4.1
Wells 490 482 512 415 292 347 363 4.4
White 362 413 413 373 317 406 344 -18.1
Whitley 337 314 273 256 193 254 216 -18.0




